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SHIPS for America Act

Senator Mark Kelly / Senator Todd Young
Congressman Trent Kelly / Congressman John Garamendi

4/30/2025
Summary:

The U.S. maritime industry needs help. About 80 oceangoing ships fly the American flag in
internatianal commerce. The U.S. lacks industrial capacity to produce oceangoing vessels at
scale. And the need for qualified mariners and shipyard workers is growing. The U.S. Merehant
Marine will be relied upon to transport critical goods and military cargo in war, and a strong U.S.
Merchant Marine will bolster American supply chains during peacetime.

The SHIPS for America Act is a comprehensive approach to revitalizing the U.S. Merchant
Marine by establishing national oversight and consistent funding for U.S. maritime poliey,
making U.S.-flagged vessels commercially competitive in international commerce by cutting red
tape, rebuilding the LS. shipyard industrial base, and expanding and strengthening mariner and
shipyard worker recruitment, training, and retention.

The legislation will be introduced in two pieces in the Senate, the SHIPS for America Act
and the Building SHIPS in America Act, as nated below

Section-by-Section:

Front matter:
* Section 1: Short Title & Table of Contents
« Section 2: Findings
« Section 3: Sense of Congress
+ Section 4: Definitions
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SHIPS for America Act — Title 1
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SHIPS for America Act — Title 6
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Building SHIPS in America Act — Title 7
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