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CFOs shy away from risk amid hazy
political outlook: Deloitte

Bolstering the case for CFO caution, the Conference Board’s Leading Economic Index
declined in August for the sixth consecutive month.

in B X & S &

Dive Brief:

e CFOs shy away from risk taking more than at any time since 2009,
wary of inflation, the economic outlook, conflict abroad and the
potential outcome of the November election, Deloitte found in a

quarterly survey.

XI2: CFO DIVE, CHAIZH Research Center
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Continued investment coming either way

Executives say they’ll continue to invest at current levels or increase their investments in many areas
regardless of who becomes president. Regarding Al, for example, 52% say they would increase their
investment under a Harris administration, and 53% say the same under a Trump administration.

Under either administration, at least 78% of executives expect to either
maintain or increase their current levels of investment in the areas we asked
about

Still, the data does show some differences.

= Compliance and regulatory affairs: More than half of executives (56%) say their company’s investment
in these areas would increase under Harris, compared with 47% who say the same under Trump.

= Sustainability: Fifty-five percent say their company would invest more in sustainability under Harris, while
just 46% say this under Trump. Eleven percent say their sustainability investments would decrease under
Trump, compared to 4% under Harris.

= Capital projects in the United States: More than half (53%) say investments would increase under
Trump, compared to 49% under Harris.

= Hiring: Just over half (52%] say investments would increase under Trump, compared to 50% who say the
same under Harris. Eleven percent say their investments in hiring would decrease under Harris, compared

to 6% under Trump.

Xt=: PwC, CHAIS A Research Center
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